
ONEIDA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmon - Ken Elioson - Brion Jeppsen

Meeting Locotion: Event Center, 459 South Moin St., Molod City, ldoho 83252

Regulor Commissioners Meeling - 23 Februory 2026 - g:00AM

!N ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, Commissioner Brion Jeppsen, ond
Commissioner Ken Elioson.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond Commissioner Jeppsen led oll in the
pledge ond o proyer.

Approve Agendo
Commissioner Jeppsen moved fo occept the ogendo os presented. Seconded
by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Consenl Agendo, Poymenl of Cloims, ond Approvol of Meeting Minules
Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occepf fhe consenf ogendo, which inc/udes
the poyment of c/oims ond opprovol of meeting minutes. Seconded by
CommissionerJeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Tolol# ol Poymenls Fund Descriplion

GENERAL FUND/CURRENT EXPENSE

ROAD AND BRIDGE

AIRPORT

DISTRICT COURT

FAIR, COUNTY

JUSTICE FUND

PARKS & RECREATION

REVALUATION

WEEDS

CONSOLI DATED ELECTIONS

E-911

DRUG COURT/SPC.CT. COORDINATOR

55

41

4

1

5

29

1

1

3

1

o

4

Amounl Poid

s 38,016.57

S 83,26s.8+

s 307.1s

5 49.44

s 663.23

5 18,117.32

s 2s.67

S s.es

s 132.95

s 34.62

S 6,832.34

s 8es.00

TOTAL: S 148,349.82

Boord of Equolizotion, if needed
No Boord of Equolizotion wos needed.

Senior Cenler Vehic le (l nsuro nce/Replocement of) ltimesto mp: 00:03: 45)

Senior Center representotive Dove Colton previously oddressed the Boord regording
the Geo Trocker used by the Center ond the donotion of o Jeep. Upon further review,

he determined the Geo Trocker is titled to the Senior Center, not Oneido County, ond
hos opplied for o duplicote title, os the originol could not be locoted.
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The County hos poid insuronce on the Geo Trocker since 2009, which moy hove been
ollowed under prior policy provisions. Attorney Lyle Fuller odvised thot while the Geo
Trocker is currently insured, ICRMP moy not insure the newly donoted Jeep unless it is
titled in the County's nome. The estimoted insuronce cost is opproximotely $600 per
yeor for o single driver.

Options discussed included tronsferring ownership of the vehicle to the County or the
possibility of considering insuronce costs for the Senior Center vehicle during o future
County budget cycle. Mr. Colton stoted the Center will insure the new vehicle. No
motion wos mode.

Acceplonce of Jeep Donotion for Senior Cenler ftimestomp:00:t7:00)
After discussion with legol counsel, it wos determined thot the county connot insure
the Jeep being donoted unless it is titled in the county's nome. Therefore, the Senior
Center will title the vehicle themselves. Since the county will not be the owner, no
Boord oction is required to occept the donotion. No motion wos mode.

Excess - Old Senior Center Vehicle (Geo) /timesfomp: lo:t7:20)
Since the lost Boord meeting, it wos determined thot the county does not own the
Geo Trocker, so no Boord permission is required for the Senior Center to sell the
vehicle. Senior Center representotive Dove Colton shored thot proceeds from the
sole will be opplied toword the purchose of o new steom toble to keep food hot for
meols served of the center. No motion wos needed.

Election Tobulolor Bid ltimesto mp: 00:23:37)

County Clerk Lon Colton outlined fund ovoilobility while requesting permission to
purchose updoted DS300 Poll Ploce Sconners ond Tobulotors from Election Systems &
Softwore (ES&S). A portion of two Help Americo Vote Act (HAVA) gronts, which hove
been ploced in the county's Consolidoted Election Fund ond must be used by the
end of the yeor, will fund the purchose of the bollot-on-demond printers previously
opproved of the lost Boord meeting ond the upgroded tobulotors presented todoy.
Totol costs ore estimoted of $43,530, with on odditionol $1,890 for licensing.

The Boord olso discussed the disposol of six old tobulotors. The mochines could be
sold for o nominol fee of $250 to ossist o county thot still conducts hond counts. lf o
sole connot be orronged, the tobulotors moy be returned to Election Systems &
Softwore.

Commissioner Elioson moved to outhorize fhe purchose of DS300 Poll Ploce
Sconners ond Tobulofors from Elecfion Sysfems & Softwore /ES&S/ in the omount
of $43,530, p/us the onnuolposf-worronty /icense, mointenonce, ond support
fee of $t,890; ond further to opprove disposo/ of the existing e/ecfion tobulotors
by sale to Boundory County or Minidoko County, or by trode-in return to ES&S.

2027 Employee Compensotion /rimesfomp: 00:4t :5t )

The Boord reviewed on emoil from Shoron Jutilo, with SMJ Consulting ond formerly
with Ameriben (which the County previously used for solory reviews), providing
possible contoct nomes ond informotion to ossist in reseorching options for o solory
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review now thot Ameriben is no longer ovoiloble. The Boord noted thot o solory
review for employee compensotion is beneficiol in determining whether o woge is out
of ronge or in line with comporoble positions. Previous solory reviews cost
opproximotely $4,000 ond were considered worthwhile. The Boord ogreed it would be
beneficiol to begin reseorching options.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to outhorize exploring options ond potentiol
providers for o compensofion study to evoluote employee compensotion for
Fisco/ Yeor 2027. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. A//oyes. Motion corried.

Juvenile Delention Usoge /fimesfomp: 00:5t :42)

A juvenile detention usoge report wos presented to the Boord for review.
Commissioner Lewis noted thot detention usoge over the lost 10 yeors hos ronged
from 23 to 200 nights. Oneido County hod previously determined it needed holf o
bed, but octuol usoge hos recently been closer to o quorter, returning to historicol
levels in the lost few months. The new poyment plon is bosed on o rolling ten-yeor
overoge, which reflects this usoge trend. The Clerk reported thot the Boord hod
budgeted opproximotely $25,000 for detention costs, but under the updoted plon the
estimoted cost is slightly over $36,000, which moy couse the county to exceed the
current budget. Further discussion wos requested. No decisions were mode.

Thonk You Nole from lhe Senior Center ftimestomp: ot:00:26)
The Boord received o thonk-you note from the Senior Center expressing oppreciotion
for the county's continued support. No oction or decisions were mode.

Dislrict 6 Behoviorol Heollh - 988 Suicide & Crisis Hotline AworeneSS frimesrom p:0t:03:t8)
Recent troinings ottended by members of the Boord hove highlighted oworeness of
the 988 Suicide & Crisis Hotline, on olternotive to 9l l, which connects individuols with
help, including theropy. Sheriff Doug Willioms noted thot the 9BB line is promoted
during the onnuol Suicide Wolk ond is frequently used by individuols needing
someone to tolk to.

The Boord discussed woys to increose oworeness, including posting notices in county
focilities, public buildings, ond locol businesses, os well os distributing flyers of the
Morch 14 Emergency Preporedness Foir. Crisis lntervention Troining (ClT) is olso
ovoiloble. No motion wos mode.

Weeds: 5-Yeor Plon (lncluding Drone Troiler Purchose Request) [rimesromp; 0t:t5:42)
An enclosed troiler for the drone would ollow Weed Supervisor Cody Clyde to store oll
reloted equipment in one locotion, eliminoting the need to lood ond unlood items for
eoch use ond providing odded security. The Weed Deportment's copitol budget hos
not been utilized. The Boord requested thot Mr. Clyde present his five-yeor plon ond
ogreed he moy begin obtoining pricing for enclosed troilers. Estimotes will be brought
to o future meeting for Boord considerotion ond potentiol oction.

P & Z Developmenl Code Amendmenls ltimestomp: ot:2s:35)

The Boord revisited proposed omendments to the Plonning & Zoning Development
Code thot were discussed of the previous meeting. The omendments included
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defining "Butcher Shop" ond "Sloughterhouse," ollowing Butcher Shops os o
Conditionol Use in the Agriculturol Zone ond os permitted uses in Commerciol ond
lndustriol zones, odding stondords for sloughterhouses (5-3-71), deleting section 4A-8
to conform with the definition of "Contiguous Porcel," odjusting numeric order of
stondords, ond stondordizing penolties (7-B) with cleorly identified fees.

Following the lost meeting, Plonning & Zoning Committeemon Steve Doniels ond
Administrotor Rhondo Neol met with Choirmon Bill Lewis to clorify questions regording
"stockyord" ond "meotpocking" uses in rurol residentiol zones; the clorificotions were
reported to the Boord during this meeting.

Discussion olso included the need for public heorings. Pursuont to ldoho Code S 67-
6509, the Boord moy refer suggested chonges bock to the Plonning & Zoning Boord
without requiring onother public heoring.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to odopt the proposed omendmenfs to lhe
Development Code, Ordinonce 2022-08-01 , removing the ref erences fo
stockyord, sloughterhouse, ond meotpocking uses from the AgriculturolZone
section, os fhese uses ore oddressed e/sewhere in the ordinonce. Seconded by
Commissioner E/ioson. A// oyes. Motion corried.

Notiono! Doy of Proyer - Moy 7, 2026 ffimesfomp: 02:42:to)

Commissioner Jeppsen reported thot Amber Longsten with the lnterfoith Council is

coordinoting porticipotion informotion for the Notionol Doy of Proyer scheduled for
Moy 7,2026. Additionol informotion will be provided of o loter dote. The Boord
discussed whether to odopt o resolution in support of the event. No oction wos token.

Deporlment Updoles & Highlights - I l:00 om
(Sheriff, Plonning &Zoning, Prosecufing Attorney, County Foir) (timestomp:00:00)

Plonning & Zoning (l:34:00)
The deportment is working on severol initiotives to streomline the code.
Proposed omendments include odjustments to setbocks, with the current
discussion focusing on 3O-foot side setbocks versus l5 feet. Accessory dwelling
units (ADUs) were olso discussed; concerns were roised regording coses where
o smoller home is built before the primory home.

The deportment is in the middle of o woter study. A report is expected by the
end of Morch or eorly April.

The Comprehensive Plon updote is ongoing. Budgeting for the plon hos been
set, ond the plon's completion depends on the results of the woter ond troffic
studies. Completion is onticipoted in April.

The deportment continues to identify woys to streomline processes, though
some proposols hove met with pushbock. Lost yeor, more thon 'lB0 building
permits were issued, including over 40 residentiol permits. Agency letters were

sent for minor subdivisions, ond guidonce wos provided regording current ond
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future building permits, with stoffing ond funding levels noted os potentiol
limitotions. The County moy need o strotegic public sofety model to oddress
increosing demonds.

Other deportment initiotives include clorifying definitions ond stondords for RV
living ond compgrounds, os well os ongoing remodeling projects.

The deportment expects o new odministrotor to stort within the next few
months.

Sheriff pt:Se:oo)

The Sheriff's Deportment recently held o retirement celebrotion for long-term
low enforcement officer Detective Justin Schwortz, who served Oneido County
for 33 yeors. Seporotely, representotives from the Office of the Secretory of
Defense visited the Sheriff's Office ond presented the deportment with o
Potriotic Employer Aword.

Sheriff Willioms reported thot the deportment hos been operoting with reduced
stoffing for the posl 2'/, yeors, which hos limited its obility to operote prooctively.
Recruitment efforts hove been chollenging, with only o few oppliconts meeting
deportment requirements. One potrol opplicont foiled the physicol fitness test,
onofher did not quolify under IDAPA rules, ond one opplicotion submitted on
Februory 12,2026, is currently being processed. The deportment hos received
two opplicotions for the open dispotch position, which remoins under review.
Deputy Moyer is progressing well of POST ond is expected to groduote on April,l0. 

Following groduotion, he will complete the Oneido County Sheriff 's Office
Field Troining Progrom before potrolling independently. Deputy Moyer hos ties
to Molod ond severol yeors of prior corrections experience in onother stote.

Sheriff willioms emphosized the need for experienced stoff due to the
complexity of deportmentol processes ond protocols. Ongoing troining hos
shown positive results, which ore reflected in deportmentol operotions.

Sheriff Willioms olso provided octivity numbers for the period from November
through Februory. During this time, there were 396 totol incidents for the county
ond city combined, 172 for the city, ond lB for the schools. Citotions included
86 in the city ond 44 in the county, with o totol of 74 wornings issued. He
clorified thot incident reports ore generoted for oll colls requiring oction,
including VIN checks, noise comploints, ond slide-off colls tronsferred to other
ogencies.

A recent incident involving illegol octivity neor o school crosswolk highlighted
the importonce of prooctive policing. During the debrief, Sheriff Willioms
emphosized thot protecting youth is o core focus of the deportment. Pending
chorges for this incident include both misdemeonor ond felony counts, with
enhoncements due to proximity to children, the school zone, ond the
offender's stotus os o persistent violotor.
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County Foir 1oz:sz:to1
Foir Boord member Ken Moss Jr. reported ongoing efforts to orgonize foir
octivities ond noted thot o Mondoy night event hos not yet been finolized. The
GEM gront opplicotion wos not opproved, so the Foir Boord is exploring
olternotive options to move forword with power upgrodes of the foirgrounds to
occommodote odditionol vendors.

The Boord requested thot the Foir Boord develop o l0- to 20-yeor long-ronge
plon for the Foir, ond suggested the possibility of hiring o consultont to ossist
with plon development. Ihe Foir Boord indicoted on indoor oreno is o priority,
os it would expond event opportunities ond provide greoter flexibility.

The livestock born extension wos viewed positively by the Boord, os it looked
good ond proved useful during lost yeor's foir. Gotes ore still needed of one
end, ond ponels will be instolled with ossistonce coordinoted through the
Extension Office.

Prosecuting Altornef (02:44:oo)

Attorney Lyle Fuller referenced o report provided to the Boord stoting thot there
were 746tolol odult coses in2025, including l9 felonies, 

,l06 
misdemeonors,

ond 621 infroctions. Of these coses, 23 were dismissed,32 remoin pending, ond
691 resulted in guilty dispositions. Totoljuvenile coses for the yeor were 22,
including 4 felonies ond l3 misdemeonors; of these, l4 were resolved os guilty,
5 ore pending, ond 3 were dismissed. Attorney Fuller noted thot the office works
closely with the Sheriff 's Deportment to review coses, monoge lorge or
complex coses efficiently, ond ensure thot dismissols ore hondled
oppropriotely.

The office is finolizing o collection services ogreement to be presented to the
Boord of o future meeting. The ogreement will ollow o controcted ogency to
ossist in collecting delinquent court costs ond will work with court clerks to bring
in poyments. There is no cost to the County, which will receive 100% of ony debt
collected. The debtorwill be ossessed o 33%fee, which will go to the ogency.

Greoler Yellowstone Coolilion - Public londs & PILT/SRS Funds - Mott lucio /rimesromp:
02:48:18)

Mott Lucio, ldoho Conservotion Monoger with the Greoter Yellowstone Coolition
(GYC), met with the Boord to discuss public londs in Oneido County. Mr. Lucio's
counterport, Rob Moson, ldoho Stote Director for The Wilderness Society, wos not
present.

Mr. Lucio exploined thot GYC is o stotewide coolition representing hunters, onglers,
outfitters, outdoor business leoders, ond conservotion orgonizotions, ond thot their
meetings with county commissions ore primorily listening sessions to understond locol
perspectives on public londs.
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Discussion focused on the benefits ond chollenges of public londs in Oneido County.
Commissioners noted thot the mojority of locol ronchers rely on BLM ond Forest
Service londs for grozing. Hunting, fishing, ond recreotion octivities ore populor ond
contribute to the community. Colloborotion on locol projects with federol lond
ogencies hos generolly been positive. PILT ond SRS funding ore criticol to the County's
budget, but uncertointy regording these funds creotes chollenges for plonning. Loss
of rood occess to public londs due to privote property purchoses is o concern.
Although the County hos limited horvestqble forest lond, recent logging soles hove
contributed to forest heolth.

Mr. Lucio noted the informotion gothered during these meetings will be combined
with doto from other counties, ond GYC expects to provide o stotewide report loter
this summer.

Executive Session ffimestomp: 3:t 6::00)

The boord moved out of the regulor meeting ond into Executive Session.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to move info Executive Session per 74-206 I (o)
Io consider htring o public officer, employee. stoff member or individuol ogent, wherein the
respeclive quolifies of individuols ore fo be evoluofed in order to fillo porticulor voconcy or
need. This porogroph does not opply to filling o voconcy in on e/ecfive office or deliberotions
obout stoffing needs in generol; ond per Executive Session per 74-206 I (c) To ocquire
on interesl in reol property not owned by o public ogency. Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. Ro/lco// vote: Ayes from Commissioners Elioson, Lewis ond Jeppsen.
Motion corried.

The executive sessions concluded, ond the Boord reconvened in regulor session in
occordonce with ldoho Code 5 74-206.

P&Z Administrotor Posilion ftimestomp: 00:00)

Upon returning to open session, the Boord decided to outhorize posting the job
description ond notice for the Plonning & Zoning Administrotor position.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to outhorize posfing the job descrption ond
nofice for the Plonning & Zoning Administrofor posifion. Seconded by
Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

*** Meeling odjourned by 1:30 pm***

Shonci Dorius, Deputy Clerkewts otrmon
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